THE FIRST PASS UNDER HEAVEN

GONG GONG’S SECONDTALE

I

The great calligrapher Xiao Xian is an honest official
and so good at his job that his colleagues are jealous

and conspire to get him sacked.Their plot succeeds

and the supervisor Wang Ho demands Xiao Xian
resign his position.When the Emperor orders the
creation of a tablet for the east gate of the
Shanhaiguan Pass,Wang Ho begs Xiao Xian to return
to produce the inscription, which must be so

magnificent it will entice a passing dragon.

As ever, Xiao Xian is slow to start, taking his time to
perfect his art.When he finally finishes the tablet,and
with the Emperor only minutes from arrival,VWWang
Ho, to his horror, discovers a dreadful mistake —‘First
Pass Under Heaven’ has become ‘First Ass Under
Heaven!” With everyone in a panic, the heroic Xiao
Xian focuses his art and corrects the error — pleasing

the Emperor and stopping a passing dragon!
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Confucius says:
Desire to have things done quickly prevents
them from being done thoroughly.
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